
Dear Friends                                                                                         Tuesday 30th June 2020 

After 15 weeks, Mass will be celebrated publicly again at St Peter’s and St Elizabeth’s from 

this weekend, at the usual times. 

We recognise that not all of you may be ready to return to public celebrations and we 

respect that decision.  We are all aware, I hope, that the Sunday “obligation“ is suspended 

for the duration, and attendance at a “quieter” weekday Mass might be an alternative.  To 

those who will wish to return at this time: we would like to alert and reassure you as to the 

conditions which will be in force on all occasions, and which have been agreed after 

prolonged and detailed negotiations between the Bishops’ Conference, Public Health 

England and a government taskforce. 

St Peter’s will have a seating capacity of 50 at 2m distancing, with the possibility, if ever 

needed, of a further 20 at 2m distancing in the galleries.                                                                                 

St Elizabeth’s will have a seating capacity of 20 at 2m distancing. 

Arriving at Church                                                                                                                                                                

- Holy Water will not be available.  Please do not touch the stoups.                                                                      

- Stewards (in PPE) will direct you to hand-sanitisers, and then hand you a newsletter and a   

single-use Mass sheet (which you should take away with you after Mass).                                                                                          

-No hymn-books, Mass books or Mass cards will be available (but you may bring your own, 

so long as you take it away again).                                                                                                                                  

-You should then wait, 2m apart, for a steward to conduct you to a designated seat, filling 

from the front.                                                                                                                                                           

-Couples and families may sit together (in one designated space); others should maintain 

2m distancing from them. 

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                   

- There will be no offertory procession.                                                                                                                                      

- The collection will not be taken.                                                                                                                                 

- A collection basket, if you have not otherwise donated, will be available at the doors as 

you leave, indicated by a steward 

Sign of Peace                                                                                                                                                                          

- The sign of peace will not involve physical contact,                                                                                                       

- You should acknowledge your neighbour by a smile and a friendly bow. 

Holy Communion                                                                                                                                                       

- Holy Communion will be given in one kind only (no chalice) and in the hand only.                                                                                

- A steward will invite you out, bench by bench, into the central aisle and you should wait in 

line at 2m distancing. --As you get to the front (indicated by a line on the carpet), extend 

your arms to their full extent, palms upward. The priest will extend his hand to full extent 

and drop the Blessed Sacrament into your hand without contact.                                                                                                                                                 



- He will have sanitised his hands at the Lavabo and again before distributing Communion. --

- Return to your seat by the side aisle, maintaining 2m distancing. 

Leaving Church                                                                                                                                      - -

-- At St Peter’s, a steward will direct those in the front of the church to leave their seats by 

the side aisle and exit the church through the parish lounge; those in the rear half of the 

church to leave their seats by the side aisle and exit the church through the main doors.                                         

- At St Elizabeth’s, a steward will direct you to leave your seat by the side aisle, starting from 

the back and maintaining 2m distancing.  

  All of this will undoubtedly seem rather irksome, but is very necessary to minimise the risk 

of contagion and retain confidence.  The arrival and getting seated will also require a little 

extra time and patience.  To avoid queues and congestion at the entrance, we suggest you 

try to arrive 5 or even 10 minutes early. 

We can assure you that all seats and “touch points” will be cleaned and disinfected before 

and after each Mass. 

Weekdays at St Peter’s                                                                                                                                      

- Morning Prayer and Mass will be at the usual times, beginning Monday 6th July.                                                                               

- To minimise the cleaning burden, the pews in the rear half of the church will be cordoned 

off.  People should be able to find a regular seat without difficulty in the forward pews. 

Help needed                                                                                                                                                                      

For the duration of these arrangements we will require volunteers to steward and 

volunteers to clean/disinfect.  Briefing and PPE will be supplied to both.  Please let us know 

if you could perform either of these essential services, to enable us all to enjoy Mass again. 

Again, we ask for your patience and understanding as we learn to adjust to the new 

realities. 

Every good wish and blessing 

Fr Chris 

 


